Hanbpour 4.3

Dissecting a Salmon

Name

Slime layer and scales

The slime layer helps salmon to:

Draw a salmon scale, showing its growth lines.

Fish shape and features

Draw the main external features you can see on a salmon.
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HANDOUT 4.3

Dissecting a Salmon

Fins and tail
On your diagram, label four median fins and two sets of paired fins you see on a salmon.

Draw one of the salmon’s bony fins, showing its parts.

Gills and gill rakers

Write three or more observations about the gills and gill rakers.

Eggs or milt

State whether your fish is male or female and explain how you know.

Describe the egg or milt sack from the dissection (e.g., its shape, texture, any features, number of eggs)
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HaNbpouTt 4.3

Dissecting a Salmon

The liver

Describe the colour and texture of the liver, then describe the appearance of the inside.

The heart

Describe where the heart is located and explain why it is located there.

The digestive system

Draw and label the main parts of the digestive system.

The swim bladder

What happens when a swim bladder is inflated with air?
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HaNpouT 4.3

Dissecting a Salmon

The kidney

Describe the salmon kidney.

The ribs and backbone

Sketch the skeleton of a salmon, showing the ribs and backbone.

Lateral line

Draw a cross-section of the salmon, near the tail.
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HaNDoOUT 4.3

Dissecting a Salmon

The head

What sense organs are located in the head of a salmon?

The brain

Draw the location of the brain on your sketch of the salmon’s skeleton.
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HANDOUT 4.4

Salmon External Anatomy

Dorsal Fin
Lateral Line (row of special cells)

Caudal Fin

Nostril Adipose Fin

Gill Cover Anal Fin
Pectoral Fin

Pelvic Fin

92 SALMONIDS IN THE CLASSROOM: INTERMEDIATE

Illustration: Karen Uldall-Ekamn



HANDOUT 4.5

Salmon Internal Anatomy

female salmon

Spinal Cord

Urinary Bladder
Swim Bladder

Ovary (female) Kidney Gill Rakers

Intestine & Spleen  Stomach Pyloric Caeca "\ g

(cut open) (cut open)  (cut open)  Liver §
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=

g

S

male salmon :
E

Spinal Cord S

Urinary Bladder

\ Testes (male) Kidney Gill Rakers

Intestine pleen Stomach Pyloric Caeca s
(cut open) (cut open) (cut open) Liver
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HANDOUT 4.5

Salmon Internal Anatomy

female salmon

male salmon

Illustration: Karen Uldall-Ekamn
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